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1. If you had to pick one thing God’s changing in your life through the Generous
series, what would you pick?

2. One more time, how do we define generosity and what is munificent? And what'’s
the three-word description?

3. Let’s get academic for second. What's the etymology of the term generous? AND
From 1 John 3:1 and 4:7-8, why does knowing whose you are, or what family you
belong to, effect the way you love? Whose are we?

4. Make the argument that generosity is ultimately a form of love and back that up
with Scripture. (Need some help here? Here’s a suggestion: Keep your link and
bring it to group as it has so many helpful notes).

Read Matthew 5:43-48. The Message (MSG)

s47"You're familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your friend,” and its unwritten
companion, ‘Hate your enemy.” I'm challenging that. I'm telling you to love your
enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a
hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your
true selves, your God-created selves. This is what God does. He gives his best—the sun
to warm and the rain to nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice
and nasty. If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that.
If you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-of-the-
mill sinner does that.

#“In a word, what I'm saying is, Grow up. You're kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live
out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way
God lives toward you.”

5. Why was Jesus’ way of speaking, “You have heard...but I say to you” so
provocative? How had people misread Leviticus 19:18? And how can a rabbi offer
a “new commandment”?

6. What is the new commandment? What makes it so provocative for us today? See
John 13:34.

7. If we don’t have enemies and/or we're not experiencing persecution, how do Jesus
words apply to us? OVER...
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8. From the Matthew 5:43-48 passage, what two practical, down to earth things does

Jesus command us to do to love others. Hint: one way to remember this is one is
private and the other, public.

9. What two ways can we understand that wer’e not to love people the way tax
collectors do?

10. What else did you pick up from the message?
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