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1. Are you more likely to trust until proven wrong or distrust until people 

prove themselves? 
 

2. When it comes to judging others, how do you think the non-churched 
think of the church? How well do you think the church is doing in not 
judging? 

 
3. What kind of judgment is Jesus calling us to stop? Why is it contrary to 

Kingdom culture? 
 

4. What happens to someone who judges others and how would that slow 
us down in judging others? 

 
5. Think for a moment about how Jesus treated people everyone else 

judged. Now read Ephesians 5:1-2, and 1 John 4:8. How do we move 

away from judging?  
 

6. In verses 3-4, what’s so ironic about the way Jesus says we judge 
others?  

 
7. From verse 5 and Galatians 6:1, what do we do when we see someone 

sinning?  
 

8. Who do you think the dogs and the pigs in verse 6 are, and what 

pearls could he have in mind?    
 

9. What is Jesus calling us to do with these dangerous individuals? 
 

10. What’s the value of proximity?  
 

Scott gave us this helpful comparison/contrast: 
MERCY                              JUDGMENT 
Tender                               Harsh 

Patient                               Instant 
Curious                               Assumes 

Listens                               Cancels 
Tears Down Barriers             Creates Barriers 

Relationship Focused            “I’m Right” Focused 
Respects                             Condescends  OVER… 
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