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BOTTOM LINE: Use your things wisely.
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Read Luke 3:11

“Play” Stations

Set up your favorite toys,
games,
video games, etc. in station
s around
your house. Invite your frien
ds over for
a play day. Share what yo
u have with
your friends just for the fu
n of it.
KNOW that you are using
what God
has given you well.

How Can I Use

It?

Each night this week, befo
re you go to bed,
choose one item in your ro
om. ASK God
how you might use it to he
lp other people
either now or later.
Pray: God, thank you for
[item]. I am
thankful I get to enjoy it
now. Please
show me how I might us
e this to help
someone else someday. Am
en.
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DAY 1

Do you ever find yourself wanting more and more? And more? And more? Guess what. That means you’re
normal. It seems like we always want more. Know how to fix this? The antidote to greed is gratitude.
Gratitude is taking the time to thank God for what you already have. So the way to stop the cycle of constant
wanting is to stop and recognize all that you’ve already been given.
Play a memory game with your family. At the dinner table, go around and get everyone to name one of his/
her blessings. Then, go around the table and see if you can name what everyone said they were thankful
for. For example: I’m grateful for family (named by first person), friends (named by second person), and
food (named by third person).

Thank God for all the things you already have instead of the things you don’t.
Read Luke 3:11

DAY 2

Sharing is hard, isn’t it? Sometimes, we’re afraid to share because we’re worried our stuff might get lost
or broken. Sometimes, we don’t want to share because we just want to keep our stuff for ourselves. But
when we give or share, we’re not losing something. We’re really gaining trust. When we give, we’re saying,
“Okay God. I trust you with my stuff. I know it’s not really mine in the first place. And I know you’ll always
take care of me.”
Want to put this sharing thing into practice? Grab two big boxes. Label one: “Give Away.” Label the other:
“Throw Away.” Go through your clothes and toys. Place anything that’s broken or torn in the “Throw Away”
box. Then place everything you’ve out grown or no longer play with into the “Give Away” box. Make a plan
to donate the items in the “Give Away” box to a homeless shelter or clothes closet.

Ask God to help you use your things wisely by sharing with those in need.
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DAY 3

When your mom makes your favorite meal or your family heads to your favorite restaurant, do you ever
get so excited that you eat too quickly? Ever gulp down your food so fast that you get a big tummy ache?
Sometimes, we can do this with our stuff. Maybe you ripped open all your gifts at your birthday party
without even saying “thank you.” Or maybe you have a room full of toys that you hardly ever play with.
A wise person is careful with their things. A wise person remembers that all of it, every toy or of piece
of clothing, isn’t owned, it’s on loan. You’re just the caretaker and NOT the owner. And you show your
heavenly Father that you can be trusted with the things He’s given you when you use them wisely.
Put your hands on your very favorite thing—maybe it’s your tablet or fidget spinner. Ask God to help you
remember to use it wisely because it’s on loan from Him.

Look for ways to take care of the things that are on loan from God.
Read Proverbs 14:30

DAY 4

Do you ever find yourself envious of what other people have? It’s pretty common to want what others
have. But it’s not a good way to live. Know why? Because it’s impossible to be envious of what others have
and content at the same time. The truth is, someone else is always going to have something you want.
Conduct a science experiment. Put a banana on a plate and keep a chart to plot how the banana rots. The
rot won’t show up the first day but with each day that passes, it will get a little worse. And once it’s rotten,
no one will want to eat it. The same is true with envy—wanting what other people have. When you’re
envious, people won’t want to be around you because envy is ugly. And then, not only will you not have
the things your friends have, but you probably won’t have any friends either.

Know that God wants to help you get rid of envy and replace it with contentment.

DAY 4

If you want to be a good steward, you’ve got to make the wise choice with
how you treat your stuff.

Here’s a good way to get you thinking. Find a sticky note pad and write down,
“I need to make the wise choice” on a bunch of notes.
Now, go around your room and put a note on each “thing” you see. Think
about how you could use that one thing to make a difference.
Now, not everything is going to be super-obvious. Take a stinky sock, for
example. Maybe that doesn’t seem very helpful or useful. But then again,
maybe that reminds you of a friend who doesn’t have a winter coat right now,
and you think about how you could loan him one of yours.
Or maybe seeing your video game controller gets you thinking you could invite
your sister to come play this afternoon. It would probably mean a lot more her
than you realize. It’s like saying “I care about you” without . . . you know . . .
saying it.
Get creative and think of some fun ways you can best use your things!

READ MATTHEW 25:14-30

DAY 1

Think about the first guy and the second guy in the story Jesus told. They found
a way to DOUBLE the money their boss had given them. And maybe it seems
like the third guy didn’t do so badly. After all, he didn’t LOSE the money. He just
buried it. But really, what good is that?
God gives us the things we have so we can manage, or steward, them. It might
seem like they belong to us, but they don’t. They belong to Him. And when we
use them wisely and prove we can be responsible, we often find ourselves with
more responsibility in return.
Remember what the boss said in the story . . .
“You have been faithful with a ______________ things. I will put you in
charge of ______________ things.”
That sounds a lot like our Memory Verse, from another story Jesus told in Luke
16:10. Do you remember it?
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much.”
(Luke 16:10a, NIV)
What’s the takeaway? God wants us to use our things wisely. How can you do
that?

HEAR

LIVE

FOR GOD

WEEK 3 - PRETEEN

FROM GOD

DAY 2

DAY 3

What are your most important possessions? Everybody has some. List a few
of them here.

Just like you have your favorite things—the things you collect—so do the adults
around you. Or at least they did when they were growing up!
Take the time to ask the adults in your life what they used to collect. Maybe it
was Lego® sets, baseball cards, stuffed animals, action figures, or music CDs
from their favorite artist. (Yep, people used to listen to whole CDs.)
Ask them why they wanted to collect those things and where their collection
ended up!

Isn’t it annoying when your little brother borrows something of yours and
then breaks it? Or what about when you let a friend borrow one of your
movies, and she forgets to give it back?
It’s not bad to enjoy the things God has given you. It’s not bad that you want
to keep them with you and keep them nice. You just have to remember that
HE gave them to you—so they’re really not yours to begin with.

Stewardship is different from collecting. Stewardship is active it’s something you
DO. That doesn’t mean you can’t collect things you like, but it does change
the way you think about what’s “yours” and what you can do with it. That
means using your things wisely—taking whatever you have, and using it to do
something positive in the world.

WHAT COULD THAT LOOK LIKE FOR YOU?

Does that sound tough to do? Well, a great way to start is to talk to God
about it. Thank Him for what He’s given you. Ask Him to remind you that
what you have isn’t yours, but His.

PRAY
TO GOD

TALK

ABOUT GOD

