Week 6
Small Group Leader Guide
Stuck on Purpose: Marriage

Notes from Pastor Steve Osborne

We went heavy on the ice breaker questions this week. We’re trying to balance the
questions this week for people who are married, single, divorced, widow(ed) etc.
You’ll need to do a bit of work before hand to figure out which questions will best
apply to your group. You can even let them know before your group meets

Don’t feel like you need to cover every single question in your group. If you’re
genuinely curious about people’s responses, you can do a “speed round” where
only a few people get to answer the questions. If there is time left over, you can go
back and hear from those that did not answer.

Coaching Tip: Disagreements and Conflicting Opinions.

A Marriage consists to two people. They usually have differing degrees of opinions,
perspectives, and versions of the same story.
One person is usually more outspoken than the other. One is usually submissive
and the other domineering. One is the spender and one is the saver.
While these differences can be humorous some differences can be hurtful.
Example: one spouse thinks they’re right and the other spouse is wrong.
During this weeks topic of marriage — you’ll have multiple roles you potentially play.
o Referee, throwing the flag when someone is out of line.
o Counselor, if deep wounds are revealed.
o Tour guide, as to redirect to another question if it gets to intense or awkward.
o Comedian, if your group is well behaved and can laugh at themselves and
each other.
Allin all, be aware of potential difficult topics and questions and steer clear of small
group landmines. We don’t want anyone blowup at each other during group. ©

Getting to Know You:
These questions are designed to help you get to know other people and share a little bit about
your life.

1.

What is the best piece of relationship advice you’ve ever received?



2. If you could plan the ultimate date (whether for yourself or for someone
else), what would it include?

3. Have you ever had a date go so badly that you left early? What
happened?

4. What's the weirdest or most embarrassing thing you've done to
impress someone you liked?

5. Iffalling in love had a theme song, what would yours be?

Digging Deeper:
These questions are designed to help you dig deeper into the sermon topic, relevant
scriptures, and provide deeper opportunities for reflection.

1. What stood out to you most from the sermon? Why?



The sermon mentioned that marriage takes work. Why do you think
relationships (romantic or not) require effort? What do you think is the most
common areas or categories that need the most work?
A few examples include, communication, trust, vulnerability, sharing,
unified in finances, growing spiritually, etc.

2. Read Genesis 2:18. “It is not good for man to be alone.” What does this
verse teach us about the importance of friendship in relationships,
especially as it relates to God’s mission for Christians?

God'’s mission for Christians is two-fold.

1. love Him and Love others

2. Make disciples
Having a deeper level of friendship in all our relationships gives us
opportunities to love God and others and look for opportunities to share the
gospel and make disciples.

John Gottman says, “Happy marriages are based on a deep friendship.” How
can we apply this principle to all our relationships, whether we are married,
dating, or single? What are some practical ways to cultivate deep, meaningful
friendships in both our marriage and communities?

A few examples include:
1. Being intentional with our time together.
2. Practicing vulnerability in our conversations
3. Prayer with and for each other.
4. Practice being a great listener.
5. Celebrate their wins and encourage them in their struggles.

3. Read Matthew 22:34-40 and Matthew 28:18-20.
The sermon emphasized that marriage is about more than just running a
household-it’s about pursuing a shared mission. How do you see God using
relationships (whether marriage, friendship, or community) to accomplish His
purposes?



Healthy relationships not only give us the opportunity to speak into people’s
lives but they also allow us to follow up on what we say with the appropriate
actions.

4. Read Philippians 2:3. What does this look like in your daily life (marriage,
friends, co-workers, etc.)?

Questions like this provide an opportunity to have everyone share something.
When having everyone share, | like to create the rule that there can’t be any
repeats. This forces us to work together and be creative.

5. In the sermon, Pastor Steve talked about how Satan tries to distort
God'’s design for relationships. How have you seen culture shape the
way people view the commitment of love, sex, friendship, and
partnership?

There isn’t really a right or wrong answer to this question. It is about allowing
people to share their experiences. Look for opportunities to ask follow up
questions. If people crack the door open an inch it could mean they want to
share more, they're just being kind and watching if the group will allow them
to be more vulnerable.

Read Ephesians 5:21. How does mutual submission apply in your marriage? If
you’re not married, how does this principle apply to all relationships? In what
categories in do you struggle to submit to others?

I've found that many people do submit to their spouses in a variety of contexts
and topics. However, they usually don’t use the work “submit” to describe it.
This question may need a bit of reframing to help people identify submitting
to an action in their relationships.



How does Jesus model what it looks like to submit to God’s plans and to
submit to others? Can you think of any Biblical examples?

The greatest biblical example is Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane and His
obedience to death on the cross. But there are other examples. Can your
group come up with more than 5?

Application Questions:
The goal is life transformation, not simple discussion. This is how we live out this week’s
teaching.

1. What is one way you can practice humility and selflessness in your
relationships this week?

2. If you're married, what can you begin doing now to strengthen the three
categories of Friends, Partners, and Lovers this week?

Prayer Request:
Take time to share prayer requests and to pray for one another.



